
 

St. Sylvester R. C. Church 
68 Ohio Avenue, Medford, NY  11763 

A community praying, growing, serving & welcoming in Jesus Christ. 

September 24, 2017 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out five times to hire laborers for his vineyard,  
beginning at dawn and ending at five o’clock.  

When it was evening he told his foreman, ‘Summon 
the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with 

the last and ending with the first.’  

 



Office Information 
Parish Office: (631)475-4506 ext 101;   Fax  (631)475-1057   email:  parishoffice@stsylvesterli.org 
 M, Tu, W ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 8:30pm;  Th, Fri ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 5pm;    Su ~ 9:30am - 12:30pm 
  

Faith Formation Office: (631)475-4506 ext. 118      email:  faithformation@stsylvesterli.org 
Please call (631)475-4506 ext. 118 to make an appointment and we will be happy to serve you! 
 

Clare House: (631)475-4506;  Fax  (631)475-6058 
M & W ~  9:30am-12pm, 1pm-3:30pm    Wed Night~ 5:30pm-7:30pm   Fr ~  9:30am-11:30am 
  

Thrift Shop: (631)475-4506   
Tu, Wed & Th ~ 10am - 3pm;     Sat ~ 10am - 1pm  

HELP PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE involving diocesan personnel, priests, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers at schools or churches in the  Diocese of Rockville Centre, please call our confidential 

hotline number at 1‐516‐594‐9063 and speak with Mary McMahon, LCSW, Director.  
 

 IF YOU SUSPECT a child or vulnerable adult is being—or has been abused, call the New York State Hotline phone number:  1‐800‐342‐3720 
 

 If you suspect someone is in immediate danger, call 911. 

Eucharist:   
Weekends: Sat: 5pm    Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am & 11am          Holy Days as announced 
Weekdays: M, Tu, Th and Fr: Mass in the Parish Center @ 8:30am  
 

Baptisms:  Celebrated on pre-determined Sunday afternoons. Prior to making plans, call the 
Parish Center  for Baptism dates, for preparation class dates, and important information 
regarding Godparents. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday at 12 noon or by appointment. 
 

Confirmation:  In the Fall for the youth of  the parish.  Adults and young adults can also be 
confirmed at Pentecost.  Please call the Faith Formation Office. 
 

Marriage: Friday @ 3, 4:30, 6pm, Saturday @ 10:30am & 2:30pm.   Arrangements must be 
made one year prior to the requested date.  Please be aware that all the Sacraments of   
Initiation should have been celebrated prior to the requested wedding date and  Pre-Cana 
preparation is required. No plans should be made prior to meeting with a priest or deacon. 
 

Anointing of  the Sick: Every second Friday of  the month @ 8:30am Mass for those needing 
surgery, or serious medical treatment, or seeking spiritual healing. 

Pastoral Leadership Team 
Rev. Thomas W. Coby, Pastor   Michael Lofaro, Faith Formation Administrator  
Deacon Joseph Mystkowski   Frances McMahon,  Faith Formation Director 
Deacon George Riegger, Retired   Justin McMahon,  Parish Social Ministry Director 
Deacon Frank Rivera    Lori Zito, Stewardship Director                          
Theresa Ellner, Business Manager         

We Celebrate! 

We are here for you! 

Visit our website at: www.stsylvesterli.org 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

9/25:  Ezr 1:1‐6    Ps 126:1‐6 

  Lk 8:16‐18 

9/26:  Ezr 6:7‐8, 12, 14‐20  Ps 122:1‐5 

  Lk 8:19‐21 

9/27:  Ezr 9:5‐9    Tb 13:2‐4, 7‐8 

  Lk 9:1‐6 

9/28:  Hg 1:1‐8    Ps 149:1‐6, 9 

  Lk 9:7‐9 

9/29:  Dn 7:9‐10, 13‐14    or     Rv 12:7‐12   

  Ps 138:1‐5    Jn 1:47‐51 

9/30:  Zec 2:5‐9, 14‐15   Jer 31:10‐13 

  Lk 9:43‐45 

10/1:  Ez 18:25‐28    Ps 25:4‐5, 8‐10, 14 

  Phil 2:1‐11    Mt 21:28‐32 

Saturday, September 23, 2017 
5:00pm Paul King, Jr. 
 James P. Harrington (30th Anniversary) 
 Angela Frisina 
 Anne Eggert 
 Ronald J. Stella 
 Georgette DuBois 
Sunday, September 24, 2017 
 7:30am Antonio & Maria Fernandes 
9:00am Robert Barnett (1st Anniversary) 
11:00am Matilde Comas 
Monday, September 25, 2017 
8:30am For the People of St. Sylvester 
Tuesday, September 26, 2017 
8:30am Lorraine DiCapua 
Thursday, September 28, 2017 
8:30am Althea Lawrence 
Friday, September 29, 2017 
8:30am Rosemarie Ross 
Saturday, September 30, 2017 
5:00pm Louis Prats (1st Anniversary) 
 Alois Maichin 
 Olivia Ryann Petrera-Cohen 
 John C. Griffiths 
 Pietro Sgroi 
Sunday, October 1, 2017 
7:30am Emma Lou Dobbins 
9:00am Marion Interrante 
11:00am Biagio Russo and Family 

We pray for all who are sick, especially . . . 
Eva D’Amato, Marguerite Orlowski, Robert Orlowski, 
Tom Stephens, Melina Grosso Bischoff, Sean Patrick 
Dixon, Nina Caravana,  Martha Lee, Winnie Mulderig, 
Catherine Hines, Bob Prentiss, Jose Nunez, Jessica Deck, 
Laurie Saper,  Rose Masucci, Baby Bryanna Spencer, 
Ramona Nunez, Pam Hinton, Pam Filasky, Ken Terry, 
Brian Podlesny, Joseph Wagner, Diane Rockowitz, Patricia 
Nochese, Danny Miller, Theresa Golembroski, Barbara 
Vattiato, Roger Chin-Sang, Jenna Knoblauch, Sasha  
Medile, Theresa O’Connor, Baby Charlotte Steele, Robert 
Uricola, Fran Pellerito, Virginia Guaiana, Olivia  
Bazirgan,  Michael Goode, William F. Swope, Nef Nieves, 
Kevin Elder, Ed Rafferty, Julie Pabon, Genevieve Cannarili, 
Vito Scaglione,  

We  pray for all who have died, especially . . . 
 

Josephine Cattano, Lucille Mango, Donald P. Tierney, Sr. 

We Pray 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
Sunday ~ September 24, 2017 

Baptisms ~ 12:30pm ~ Church 

Confirmation Retreat ~ 1:45pm ~ East Wing 

Monday  ~ September 25, 2017 

Drawing Class ~ 10am ~ East Wing 

Confirmation Classes ~ 6:50pm ~ Church 

Tuesday ~ September 26, 2017 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ EW 

Legion of Mary ~ 1:30pm ~ Room 8 

Wednesday ~ September 27, 2017 

Carmelite Formation ~ 7pm ~ Room 9 

RCIA Inquiry ~ 7pm ~ EW 

Thursday ~ September 28, 2017 

Al‐Anon ~ 9:45am ~ Room 2 

Friday ~ September 29, 2017 

Charismatic Prayer Group ~ 8pm ~ WR 

Saturday, September 30, 2017 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ EW 

“We should strive to keep our hearts 

open to the sufferings and wretchedness 

of other people, and pray continually 

that God may grant us that spirit of  

compassion which is truly the spirit of 

God.”       

St. Vincent de Paul 

Feast Day September 27                  



Faith Formation 

We have a few opportunities available for those who would like  

to share their gift of faith with the young people of the parish for 2017/2018: 
  

Level 2: Wednesdays @ 4:30pm 

Level 4 : Mondays @ 5:45pm  

Level 5:  Tuesdays @ 5:45pm   

Level 6:  Tuesdays @ 4:30pm and Wednesday @ 5:45pm 
  

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Faith Formation Ministry as a teacher/

catechist, please call 475‐4506 ext 118 for more information. 

Welcome to the 2017-2018 Faith Formation Year 
  

Please note, there will be no online or in person registration October 9—October 22 
so that classes begin smoothly.  We encourage you to register before October 9. 
 
Classes have begun! 
Level 8 Confirmation Classes began on September 11, 2017. 
The Confirmation Retreat is today, Sunday, September 24th 
from 1:45pm to 5pm in the Parish Center East Wing. 
  
Level 1 begins Saturday, October 14 at 9am in the Church. 
 
Home Taught Levels 3, 4, and 5 will begin on Saturday, October 14, 2017 at 10:30am in the 
Parish Center. 
  
The following Levels will begin the week of October 16, 2017: 
Level 2 through 7   
Older Sacraments 1 & 2  
Older Sacraments 6 & 7 
  
Attention All Parents! 
All Parents will receive an email with the details for their child’s class by the end of  
September.   
 
If have not yet registered your child, please do so before October 9th by going to the  
website at www.stsylvesterli.org and go to Faith Formation and then Registration.  If you 
would like to come in to the Faith Formation Office to register your child, please call 631-475-
4506 ext. 118, before October 9th, to make an appointment.  



Faith Formation 
                       RCIA 

 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is the process used to initiate adults 

into the full life of the Church. 
 

Prior to beginning the RCIA process, an individual comes to some knowledge 

of Jesus Christ, considers his or her relationship with Jesus Christ and is usually 

attracted in some way to the Catholic Church. This period is known as the Period of Evangelization 

and Precatechumenate. For some, this process involves a long period of searching; for others, a 

shorter time. Often, contact with people of faith and a personal faith experience lead people to in‐

quire about the Catholic Church.  

 

For the past several months a group of people have been meeting with members of the RCIA team.  

They have been inquiring about the Church, its beliefs and rituals.  When they are ready to formally 

declare their desire to fully participate in the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, First 

Communion) they are invited by the community to join in the Rite of Acceptance and Welcoming.  

During this Rite, the inquirer stands amidst the parish community and states that he or she wants to 

become a baptized member of the Catholic Church or complete their sacraments of initiation.  The 

parish assembly affirms this desire and the inquirer becomes a Catechumen if they are seeking  

Baptism, or a Candidate if they are seeking full initiation after having been baptized but  

un‐catechized at an earlier age. 
 

Each week here at St. Sylvester, those individuals preparing for full initiation join us at Sunday 

Mass. They listen to the scripture readings and the homily.  Since the Catechumens and Candidates 

cannot yet fully take part in the Eucharist, they are then dismissed from the assembly to be fed by 

the word of God they have just heard proclaimed.  One or more members of the community join 

them to help lead them in their reflection at the parish center. 
 

The words used by the celebrant are “My dear friends, this community now sends you forth to    

reflect more deeply upon the word of God which you have shared with us today.  Be assured of our 

loving support and prayers for you.  We look forward to the day when you will share fully in the 

Lord’s Table.” 
 

The community, by praying with and for those seeking full participation, join them in our common 

journey of faith.  The entire community is encouraged to pray for those seeking to be one with us. 
The RCIA Team 

                Children’s Liturgy Of the Word 
 

We are happy to announce that we will be having Children’s Liturgy of the 
Word at the 11am Mass on October 8th and October 22nd.  Look in next 
week’s bulletin for more information. 



Parish Social Ministry 



Parish Social Ministry 



Gifts of Treasure 
 

September 17, 2017 
 

Regular ~ $8,627             

Renovation ~ $168       Solar ~ $65 

 

September Faith Direct Contributions 

Regular ~ $9,566 

Renovation ~ $1,023         Solar ~ $230 
   Reflection 

 

 

Good stewards follow the advice of St. Paul 

and conduct themselves—by wise use of their 

time and talents  ‐ in a way worthy of the Gos‐

pel of Christ. 
 

Living Stewardship 
 

We are grateful for all stewards who put their 

faith into action by using their gifts in support 

of our parish ministries and community activi‐

ties. 

Stewardship 

Parish Life 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 2017 
 

Designated Goal:                     $65,100.00 

Amount Pledged to Date:             $47,685.00 

% of Goal Pledged to Date:                      73.2%  

Number of Donors to Date:                            156 
 

We wish to help provide for the mission of the Church  
by making a gift of: 
   

PLEDGE: $_________________ 
   

Make checks payable to: Catholic Ministries Appeal  

Fall is here and so is 
St. Sylvester’s Fall Flower Sale 

  

Saturday, September 30:  10am—6:15pm 
  

Sunday, October 1:  8am—12:30pm 
9” Pots: $6 each  or  4 for $20 

Mums       Asters       Montauk Daisies       Kale 
 
4”Pots: $2 each       6” Pots:   $5 each       Hanging Plants: $14  
         

      Mums                     Pansies                                                    Mums 

Respect Life Sunday 
 

                       Next Sunday is Respect Life    

            Sunday.  Please place the     

      specially marked envelope in the 

regular collection basket. 



Parish Life 
HOLIDAY FAIR NEWS 

 
It is with heavy hearts that we have made 
the difficult decision to cancel this year’s 
Holiday Fair. Due to the repair work that 
needs to be done to the foundation, walls  
and flooring in the lower level of the parish 
center (Patricia Desmond Hall), it will sadly 
be unusable for some time.  Initially we were 
hopeful that the space would be repaired 
just in the nick of time, but this week it  
became apparent to all of us that this was 
simply wishful thinking.   
 
We considered a multitude of scenarios  
using different spaces throughout the parish 
property and beyond, but all would have to 
omit some important piece of the fair which 
would be unfair to other parties involved.  
 
Thank you to all those who support our  
Holiday Fair year after year — especially all 
of our volunteer ministers who make a huge 
job look so easy and help it to run so 
smoothly. We look forward to the return of 
the fair next year in our repaired space with 
much joyful  anticipation.   
 
There will be a special Holiday Raffle done 
this year to help offset the unexpected 
costs associated with the repairs and the 
loss of our Holiday Fair revenue.  We  
continue to ask for your support, your 
prayers and your patience at this challenging 
time. 

Above & Below:  Two cracks in the foundation 
which run from the floor to the ceiling, leaving 
puddles of water on the floor. 

Below:  Water seeping undetected underneath 
the tiled floor is exposed, showing damage that 
continues under the rest of the adjacent tile. 



Parish News 






